
WINTON 

Libby and Michael Birch, our missioners at Winton, reported 
recently that their pet galah can screech "Praise the Lord". Libby 
reckons that if it says it three times in a row they may just accept 
him as being a Christian. Stan Hummerston, who worked for the 
Society from 1958 up until his retirement last year, commented, 
"During my ministry I ran into galahs within congregations who 
went round reciting 'Praise the Lord', they weren't Christians 
either. 

A humourous or is it a sobering thought? The Lord Jesus puts 
it this way, "Not everyone who calls me Lord will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but only those who do what my Father in 
Heaven wants them to do". G.N.B. Matthew 7:21. 

B.C.A. challenges people in remote Australia to seriously con-
sider their commitment to Jesus as Lord. 
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"George" wins top award 

During Wintons 1985 Outback Festival St Paul's Anglican/Uniting 
Church joined the town in decorating a lawn with a swaggie. So was 
created "George". 

There were, around town, swaggies on roofs, up trees and poles, 
on verandahs, sitting on a toilet (the plumbers entry), as well as our 
George and his mate over at St Patricks (with his accompanying 
sign — "Everyone has a mate in Jesus"). 

Picking up an idea left by the last BCA Missioner, Stewart Thorne, 
George was suitably attired and camped with his bed roll and billy. 
But George was often seen reading his bible while he waited for the 
billy to boil. It did take him a couple of weeks to get through the 
Acts of the Apostles though. 

George created quite a bit of 
interest among the tourists and 
locals — not to mention a cou-
ple of drunks walking home from 
the nearby pub late one night — 
so much so that he won first 
prize for the best-decorated 
swaggie. 

"A swaggie does not live by 
damper alone, but also by the 
Word of God" — what's that the 
poet wrote: "By the outer Bar-
coo where parsons are few and 
men of religion are scanty." 
Well, Winton was recently 
visited by just such a man. 

Michael Birch 
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Wanefu. Writes: 

Art is So ea.Su to limit Ljod. Art is most natural lor uS to con-

line Adim. 75 ut aS use celebrate L^nristmas with its reminder of 

how and whu {-jod broke into historu. Sendina Adis A5on 

into the world, born of a virain, to Save uS from our sinS 

we nave a Kjod to whom all thinaS are possible. LJhis was tne 

meSSaae of tne anael Ljabriel to rl/aru not onlu about tne 

birth of AeSuS but tne comina birth of Aohn tne (/baptist to her 

aaed relative Elizabeth \oLuhe 1:35-37). Aonn who came to 

an aaed aodlu couple alter manu uears of prauer. 

AeSuS Said after a wealthu uouna man turned awau from 

followina him Art is easier lor a camel to ao throuah tne eue 

of a needle than for a rich man to enter the J\inadom of 

\-jod . ATSadlu, most ^Australians todau are in the rich man 

cateaoru. (JSut AeSuS went on to Sau What is impossible with 

men is possible with {-jod \rJLuhe 18:18-27). ZJhis is a call 

to stretch our faith and in believina prauer ash \-fod to do the 

impossible in the lives of those about uS and in outbach 

^Australia throuah our (JS.\^,.-AT. ^jrield A5taff. 

A) am reminded of a chorus 

C-fot anu rivers uou thinh are uncroSSable: 

C/ot anu mountains uou can t tunnel throuah: 

C/oa specialised in thinaS thouaht impossible. 

i ^Jde can do what none other can do. 

We have a Cjood and a C/reat Ljod. 
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What's there to do in Lightning Ridge? 

What's there to do in Lightning 
Ridge? I'm shocked with the 
"ordinariness" of what I do. It's no 
different really to what I did as a 
larger town minister. Perhaps here 
there is less requirement to be an 
ecclesiastical "public servant". 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays are a 
mixture of prayer, sermon prep., 
study, mail and visiting as needed. 
At night there are interviews. 

Thursdays I'm involved in the 
local primary school in the morning 
with R.I. and that's followed by a 
Ladies' Bible Study Group. After 
lunch is a primary school Model 
Boat and Plane group, primarily for 
fun and for public relations with the 
kids to make the R.I. classroom 
discipline easier. Between 5 and 6 
p.m. is church grounds' 
maintenance hour. 
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The Reverend Cliff Ainsworth, 
B.C.A. Missioner 

Fridays I go visiting and at night 
there is a mixed Bible Study group. 

Saturdays visiting and the final 
preparation for Sunday's service. 

Sunday, morning services, lunch 
with friends, afternoon either 
visiting or resting, at night a third 
Bible Study group investigating 
Christianity. 

Monday a rest day. 

This program is often mucked up 
as circumstances and opportunities 
change. That is a working ideal. I do 
as much study mixed with visiting 
as possible. The visiting is mostly 
by motor bike around the Ridge opal 
fields and town. It's cheap, safe and 
not 'posh', working class, so achiev-
ing a goal of identification. 

Visiting to me provides the 
greatest motivation for hard study of 
the Scriptures because the most 
profound questions are asked. 
Nothing new under the sun: it's 
always the great questions of the 
ages that are asked no matter if one 
is outback or not. Questions such as 
"how do you know God is there", 
"how do you know Jesus rose from 
the dead", "what is the relationship 
of law to Gospel", these and others 
have been asked by non-believers 
and Christians alike over the past 
few weeks of visiting. I only hope 
and pray that my life and the Gospel 
I speak will be such that these peo-
ple wil l be drawn into the 
Kingdom. 
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MT. MAGNET 
UPDATE 

Greg Jones, a missioner at Mt. 
Magnet, reported recently that 
the long, hot dry season started 
in early September with an 
average of 30 °C each day. He 
went on to say that he had been 
out and about visiting several 
stations and townsfolk in the 
Sandstone area. You wi l l 
remember that it was in the 
Sandstone area that over half of 
the tiny town turned out to pray 
for the healing of a local lady 
who had two brain tumors 
removed. She is now home and 
improving daily. 

Greg says "Most of my 
ministry is to individuals and 
small congregations. People are 
searching for reality, even in the 
'hard bitten' mining towns." 
Greg urges us to pray that he 
might have sensitivity and the 
ability to listen and be clear in 
making known the eternal truths 
in his talking and preaching. 

"My large wall map in the 
study is steadily being dotted 
with blue coloured pins as I 
gradually visit sheep stations 
around the parish. Please pray 
for worthwhile contacts with 
people in these very remote 
areas." 
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RINGING THE 
NON-EXISTENT 

South Hedland update from 
Peter and Alison Moss. ". . . I've 
had a few hours teaching 
photography over the past few 
weeks at the local college. I was 
a last-minute f i l l - in, simply 
because no one else was 
available. My students now have 
a fully qualified pro from the big 
smoke but I really did enjoy the 
sessions and the contact with 
the students. They found it a bit 
strange having the Anglican 
Rector teaching them how to 
use cameras and enlargers, etc. 
But I think it worked out well, 
both as a Christian witness and 
forthe students in the beginning 
of their course". 

The Moss Family 

BELLS ON 
CHURCH 

"Hedland Community Radio 
FM is another avenue of Chris-
tian service for me . . . One of the 
things about the North West is 
the shortage of resource people. 
So we in the churches are often 

team of ten push a barrow with 
10 kg of iron ore in it over the 119 
km route. My emergency posi-
tion was cancelled, so I was in 
the run from the start. Buses and 
trucks with a special platform 
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asked to do things that are really 
the domain of the experts. This 
is good because it gives us ac-
cess to people we might not 
otherwise meet." 

"Cassia School, where Jen-
nifer and Benjamin attend, 
recently entered a team in the 
Black Rock Stakes. As a parent, I 
put my name down as an 
emergency. The Stakes is a min-
ing town charity run from 
Goldsworthy to Port Hedland. A 

are used to carry the team with 
participants jumping on and off 
to take their turn with the bar-
row. It is run at night because 
our winter time maximums hold 
to late in the day, at 20-30°C on 
average. It was great fun in a 
masochistic sort of way. We 
came last with an average speed 
of 17.5 km per hour. I see these 
community roles as ringing the 
bell on our invisible, non-
existent church building." 
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THEY'RE OFF AND RACING AT BIRDSVILLE 

They're off and racing at 
Birdsville! But why come so far 
for a race meeting? 

Is it the heat, the flies, maybe 
the dust, that draws the crowd? 

You might ask what a nice 
group like "B.C.A." is doing in a 
place like this? 

Well this is where people are, 
at least two to three thousand of 
them. Des Arthur (Leigh Creek) and David 

Heussler (Quilpie) 

' Many people were surprised, 
if not shocked, to find a Bush 
Church Aid Society bookstall 
set up near the petrol bowser at 
Birdsville in time for the annual 
race meeting. Des from Leigh 
Creek and David from Quilpie 
took it in turns to pump petrol 
and sell books, and in doing so 
had many opportunit ies to 
speak to people. 

One man who bought a book 
said, "I'm not religious, I'm a 
Christian, I found**God 12 
months ago!" He had expressed 
freely some problems h#nhad, 

and so we were able to talk over 
ways of dealing with them. 

There were many other con-
tacts expressing a variety of 
spiritual problems. Overall this 
limited ministry produced many 
opportunities to present the 
claims of Christ to the people 
who lobbed on Birdsville for a 
great weekend. 

Pray that the word spoken and 
the books sold will be used by 
the Holy Spirit to convict people 
of their need of the Saviour. 
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The B.C.A. bookstall 



Twelve Adelaide artists, who work 
in oils, water colours and pen and 
ink, came together recently under 
the gu idance of the South 
Australian Committee to form an ex-
hibition called "Australia Country 
and Outback". 

Several of the well-known artists 
gave demonstrations and a number 
offered to donate the full cost of the 
painting to B.C.A.'s work. Together 
with the hard work of the B.C.A. Aux-
iliary members in serving Devon-
shire Teas, $2,000 was raised 
towards the renovations of the 
Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital at 
Cook. The exhibition, at Holy Trinity 
Hall, North Terrace, was opened by 
William Reschke, who is a feature 
writer for the South Australian 
weekend paper the "Sunday Mail". 
Mr. Reschke was well qualified to 
open this exhibition in aid of the 
Cook Hospital renovations for he is 
a fine Christian man with a par-
ticular interest in outback Australia, 
he is also married to Mary who is a 
nursing sister and a very successful 
painter. In his opening address, he 
recalled his first visit to Cook many 
years ago: "it was on the Tea and 
Sugar Train, in the company of San-
ta Claus, an occasion that drew 
hordes of children, many of them 
somewhat fearful. It was a treat to 
see the soothing attention from the 
nurses at Cook, but they seemed to 
be in every place at once. In subse-
quent trips to Cook and beyond, I 
learnt much of that hospital and the 
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IT'S SIMPLE. 

special place it has become. By 
gosh, it's an elemental place. I 
believe the Americans would call it a 
hostile environment, we call it the 
Outback". 

Mr. Reschke went on . . . that to be 
a painter is to be very close to nature 
and how that can often result in a 
c l i m a c t i c con tes t w i t h the 
subtleties of God's scheme of 
things. And that for some artists, he 
said, there was freedom to re-
arrange nature closer to your heart's 
desires. But, that for him, he had 
spent many hours recording the 
beauty of his homeland and water in 
words. 

IT'S FAITH. 

Mr. Bill Reschke of the Adelaide 
"Sunday Mail". 

"Frequently, it was at sunrise or 
sunset when I sat with notepad and 
described the blending and witching 
of light and shade, from gold to rus-
ty glow, then deep purple. The 
challenge to me was to capture this 
magic in words and finish up with 
something readable. More than that, 
to create something as grand and as 
moving as nature's spectacle. I 
wished in the end that I could paint 
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. . . but I feel that a true painter does 
not change the schema of nature. It 
is rather more a coming to terms." 
And in that hall in Adelaide city, he 
said: "to this place a group of artists 
have brought the Outback, its colour 
and its awesome splendour. Tonight 
I view them, these paintings for a 
cause, with mixed feelings here in 
the context of our over-ordered, all 
mod cons, society. I have been 
recently to the Olgas and Ayers 
Rock country, bounced about to and 
fro across the primitive land. Yet, 
technology has there, too, con-
spired against the true picture. We 
move so easily about over it. 
Nonetheless, I was reminded of the 
loneliness, anxiety and challenge 
that still holds sway there. But the 
true comforts still, thank God, are 
manifest in man's feeling towards 
man". 

Mr. Reschke spoke of the comfort 
those who worked in the medical 
service in South Australia had 
brought to the people of remote 
Australia, "that compassion, Bishop 
Kirkby knew, was the bastion 
against fear, insecurity, needless 
suffering. Kirkby came to terms with 
nature on God's terms, not with a 
brush but simple faith, that purest 
statement of love. It still sustains 
the Hospital at Cook and the Bush 
Church Aid Society, in respect of 
the special work that they do. This 
special wave length of love in the 
outback, maybe does not show in 
the paintings and sketches. How 
would you brush in this very essen-
tial ingredient? But, it is strong in 
this hall tonight and will go with 
these paintings for ever... because 
they are dedicated to a Christian 
cause, to the furtherance of an 
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undertaking years ago, that if you 
contemplate it, even here in 
Adelaide, it is still humbling. How to 
haul Cook into shape to meet the 
demands of our technological age? 
That is what this is all about in finan-
cial terms but it is only part of the 
answer. Kirkby's formula holds the 
secret still. It is simple. It is faith. 
That is the special thing about 
tonight and that is why I feel that it 
is such a privilege to open this ex-
hibition. " 

Mr. Ken Langshaw, Chairman of B.C.A.'s 
South Australian Committee. 

The exhib i t ion was a great 
success and brought the work of 
B.C.A. before the hearts and 
minds of many people. But, 
more important ly, paid t r ibute to 
the sacri f ic ial service of all of 
B.C.A.'s staff who have served 
both spir i tual ly and medical ly in 
remote Austral ia. 
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POST & ROUS 

WELCOME TO SISTER 
ELIZABETH CLEGG 

B.C.A. is pleased to announce 
that Sister Elizabeth Clegg of 
Strathmore, Victoria, and a 
member of Tom Morgan's 
Essendon congregation, has 
been accepted as a member of 
the B.C.A. Nursing Service. 
Elizabeth is a highly qualified 
nurse and has an exciting story 
to tell of how she became a 
Christian. (We'll save that for a 
future issue of The Real 
Australian.) The exact time of 
her start and her location has 
not yet been finalised. She is 
presently updating her obstetric 
experience. 
DAVID GRIFFIN NOW 
UNRESTRICTED 

David Griffin from the parish 
of the Mid-West Mission, South 
Australia, has at long last com-
pleted the necessary pre-
requisite for the restriction to be 
lifted from his pilot's licence. He 
will be trying out his wings over 
Cook and Tarcoola in the com-
ing months. It is also possible 
that he will have the opportunity 
to do some "cost sharing" trips 
with other mission teams from 
the area who have expressed in-
terest in flying out to parts of the 
mission area. He asks for prayer 
for wisdom in using this new 
skill to its best advantage. 

IS 

SYDNEY LADIES' RALLY 
AND LUNCHEON 

Sister Helen Plumb, who was 
at Tarcoola Hospital before 
entering Moore College, was the 
spec ia l guest speaker. A 
Luncheon, Thanksgiving Offer-
tory and Trade Table (below) 
made the day a success. 

CEDUNA SUPPORTS COOK 
HOSPITAL APPEAL 

Mrs. Chadwick, wife of the 
late Mr. Chadwick, pilot for 
B.C.A.'s Flying Medical work 
from 1938 to the late '60s, 
reports that the Guild at Ceduna 
held a Thanksgiving Luncheon 
for B.C.A. The proceeds, $407 
for the Cook Hospital Appeal 
was certainly an excellent and 
encouraging result. 

"TOO MANY BOTTOMS" 
An advert placed in a number 

of church papers around the 
countryside entitled "Too Many 
B o t t o m s " was St. James 
Sanderson's way of asking for 
chairs for the new church. This 
appeal met with a generous 
response from a couple of 
Melbourne parishes. The con-
gregation at Sanderson is very 
grateful to this response. 

A.M.S.B.C.A. SAFARI 
The Reverend Tom Morgan, 

member of B.C.A.'s Executive, 
recently organised and reported 
on a very interesting tour by 
members of the Vic tor ian 
Anglican Men's Society to the 
families of Field Staff in South 
Austra l ia and North West 
Australia. One of their stops was 
at Port Augusta at the Griffin's 
place, David said: "They all 
seemed to have a marvellous 
time and shared a lot of their ex-
periences with us. In fact, I 
almost got itchy feet just listen-
ing to them". 

This is what the Men's 
Society Safari Tour did at B.C.A. 
rectories around the country-
side, made a "Joyful noise to the 
Lord" . The Reverend Tom 
Morgan centre stage. 
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T H E B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to 
remember the people who live in 
the remote parts of our land. We 
ask You to bless those whom You 
have cal led into the fe l lowship of 
The Bush Church Aid Society, 
and call others to stand wi th 
them in the task. Grant that, 
through the minist ry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through heal ing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming 
love may be procla imed, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

GIVING DOUBLED — 
CONGREGATION "HALVED" 

Adrian Moore from Port 
Hedland has just reported that 
their giving had lifted con-
siderably in recent weeks and 
that he believed that it was a real 
answer to prayer. He said: "We 
have a long way to go, but our 
collections have doublea in re-
cent months". He also went on 
to say, "We've recently lost one 
family to Perth and will lose 
another two before Christmas. 
This is terribly frustrating but, 
that is the North West. 
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DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. C. Wood. 
1 Darwin — Sanderson — Revd. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
2 Palmerston — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Margaret Bundy (from Jan. '86). 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. G. B. Muston. 
3 Kununurra — The Revd. Peter Harradence. 
4 Derby — The Revd. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 
5 Newman (East Pilbara) — The Revd. Arthur and Mrs. Pat Williams. 
6 South Hedland — The Revd. Peter and Mrs. Alison Moss. 
7 Port Hedland —- The Revd. Adrian and Mrs. Willemien Moore. 
8 Karratha (West Pilbara) — The Revd. George and Mrs. Jacqueline Sansom. 
9 Wickham — The Revd. Angus and Mrs. Anne McDonald. 

10 Paraburdoo (South Pilbara) -— The Revd. Gordon and Mrs. Ann Hargreaves. 
11 Geraldton — Mr. Martin and Mrs. Kim Weatherston. 
12 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — The Revd. Greg and Mrs. Rhi Jones. 
13 Leinster — The Revd. Don and Mrs. Celia Miller. 
DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
14 Cook Hospital — Sister Margaret and Jack Barnes and Sister Ann Bolton; 

Sister June English (Relief Sister). 
15 Tarcoola Hospital — Nurses Mr. Keith and Mrs. Rhonda Anstee. 

Tentmaker. . . Sister Lynn Pickersgill. 
16 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Martin and Mrs. Vivien BJeby. 
17 Mid-West Mission — The Revd. David and Mrs. Margaret Griffin. 
18 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Des and Mrs. Judi Arthur. 
DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. P. Newell. 
19 Zeehan — The Revd. Walter and Mrs. Eleanor Wheeldon. 
DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
20 Broken Hill Hostel — Mr. Tony and Mrs. Barbara Pickering, Mr. Bob Pearce. 
21 Wilcannia — The Revd. Mapson and Mrs. Ruth Williams. 
DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
22 Lightning Ridge — The Revd. Cliff and Mrs. Megan Ainsworth. 
DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. G. Hearn. 
23 Winton — The Revd. Michael and Mrs. Elizabeth Birch. 
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN QUEENSLAND. The Rt. Revd. J. Lewis. 
24 Collinsville — 
DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. A. Hall-Matthews. 
25 Normanton (Southern Gulf) — The Revd. John and Mrs. Jennifer Summerell. 
DIOCESE OF BRISBANE. The Most Revd. J. Grindrod. 
26 Quilpie — Revd. David and Mrs. Kay Heussler. 
GENERAL 
27 VICTORIA. The Revd. Alan Hoskin, Mrs. Margo Bright. 

QUEENSLAND. Mr. Allan Sauer (Hon. Secretary). 
28 SOUTH AUSTRALIA — The Revd. Bruce Cliff, Mrs. Jenny Smith, Mrs. Marilyn 

Brown. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Peter Brain (Hon. Secretary). 

29 FEDERAL & N.S.W. OFFICE, COUNCIL & SUPPORTERS 
Federal Secretary. The Revd. Wakely Wade. N.S.W. The Revds. Brian Roberts, 
Eric Atkin, Mr. Peter Oram, Miss Margaret Woolcott, Mesdames Jacqueline Grif-
fiths, Dora Warwick, Nina Allan, Vivien Bentley, Margaret Sadler. 

30 Nungalinya College — Mrs. Sandra Kinslow. 
Gnowangerup — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 
Bimbadeen N.S.W. — Pastor Graham Paulson. 


